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IN this dig i tal and pan demic era, the need for tech nol ogy has in creased de mand for a work -
force skilled in in for ma tion tech nol ogy. As lock downs be come a re al ity for many, the num ber
of peo ple work ing re motely has re sulted in in creas ing de mand for con nec tiv ity and com mu -
ni ca tions.

In an swer to this call, Univer siti Kuala Lumpur Malaysian In sti tute of In for ma tion Tech nol -
ogy (UniKL MIIT) re cently in tro duced a new pro gramme – Foun da tion in Com puter Tech nol -
ogy (FiCT).
Since Novem ber 2018, FiCT has wel comed over 150 stu dents.
Wan Suriyani Che Wan Ah mad, the Foun da tion Cen tre of UniKL MIIT head, said FiCT was es -
tab lished to pro vide a fast-track op por tu nity for school-leavers and O-Level grad u ates to
pur sue a bach e lor’s de gree in in for ma tion tech nol ogy.
“Ca ter ing to lo cal and in ter na tional stu dents, we also wel come work ing peo ple who wish to
up skill them selves for ca reer ad vance ment.
“FiCT com bines aca demic skills and con tent-spe ci�c mod ules, pro vid ing an in tro duc tory
ground to com puter tech nol ogy as well as de vel op ing one’s crit i cal think ing, aca demic lit er -
acy and com mu ni ca tion skills. It will as sist in in creas ing the up take of com puter sci ence and
tech no log i cal cour ses at the ter tiary level to meet the in dus try’s tal ent needs.
“The one-year pro gramme is the right path way for th ese stu dents as they will be di rectly ab -
sorbed into any of the de gree pro grammes o� ered by UniKL MIIT,” she said.
Wan Suriyani added that stu dents can save a lot of time com pared to the diploma pro gramme,
which takes al most three years. Among the pro grammes avail able are Com puter En gi neer ing,
Com put ing and Busi ness Man age ment, Com puter Sys tem Se cu rity, In ter ac tive Mul ti me dia
De sign, Com puter An i ma tion, Net work ing Sys tem, Soft ware En gi neer ing, and UniKL MIIT’s
lat est o� er ing – the In ter net of Things.
As a lead ing IT in sti tu tion with links to high-pro �le in dus tries and uni ver sity part ners from
South Korea, UniKL MIIT is where cut ting-edge tech nolo gies are in tro duced.
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Paavi etra Gu nalan, an FICT Batch 2 stu dent pur su ing the Bach e lor of In for ma tion Tech nol ogy
(Hons) in Com puter Sys tem Se cu rity pro gramme, said her foun da tion year greatly pre pared
her for the de gree pro gramme.
Ma sood Muham mad Waleed, a stu dent from Pak istan pur su ing the Bach e lor of In for ma tion
Tech nol ogy (Hons) in Soft ware En gi neer ing (BSE) pro gramme, said, “Thanks to UniKL, I
have gained a lot of knowl edge, friends and lec tur ers who push my ca pa bil i ties, mind set and
goals for the fu ture.”
In ca ter ing to the cur rent pan demic, UniKL MIIT is ac cept ing ap pli ca tions based on stu dents’
SPM 2020 trial ex am i na tion re sults for its May in take.
Malaysian stu dents will en joy a dis counted tu ition fee of RM5,500 per whole pro gramme
from the orig i nal amount of RM15,000. The nor mal en try re quire ment for the FiCT pro -
gramme is a credit in any �ve sub jects (in clud ing Math e mat ics) at the SPM or O-Level.
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