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China firm to work with UniKL
on UAV assembly, manufacturing

KUALA LUMPUR: China is collab-
orating with Malaysia to transfer
advanced Unmanned Aerial Ve-
hicle (UAV) manufacturing tech-
nology for local and global use.

Deputy Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid Hamidi,
said a Chinese company has
agreed to collaborate with Uni-
versiti Kuala Lumpur (UniKL) to
train local talent in UAV assem-
bly and manufacturing as part of
the initiative.

“They (the Chinese company)
are keen to transfer their tech-
nology to UniKL, where the stu-
dents will learn UAV technology
and manufacturing techniques.

“Next month, they will be in
Sepang at the Universiti Kuala
Lumpur Malaysian Institute of
Aviation Technology (UniKL MI-
AT) to begin training on assem-
bling Chinese-made UAVs.

“Next year, they will invest
RM100 million in a permanent
facility (to build their factory), in
addition to transferring technol-
ogy and training students
under the Technical and Voca-
tional Education and Training
(TVET) programme to specialise
in UAV technology, particularly
in the maintenance segment,”

Zahid said.

Earlier, he witnessed the sign-
ing of a memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) between Mara
Corporation’s subsidiary, Mara
Aerospace & Technologies Sdn
Bhd, and Honeycomb Aerospace
Technologies (Beijing) Co Ltd.

The MoU was signed by Hon-
eycomb Aerospace general man-
ager, Liu Tiejun, and Mara Cor-
poration Group chief executive
officer, Zulkarnain Taman.

Zahid said the collaboration
could be extended to other ed-
ucational institutions, including
public universities, if the de-
mand for local and global UAV
technology continues to grow.

“At present, educational insti-
tutions with similar interests to
UniKL MIAT include Universiti
Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia and
four other TVET universities.

“If the demand for UAVs in-
creases significantly, we will ex-
pand this collaboration to other
local institutions,” he said.

Zahid also highlighted the po-
tential use of high-tech UAVs for
border security surveillance, as
well as meeting the needs of the
agriculture and plantation sec-
tors.
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